
do. August 21st SAC Float 
Fly, 23rd Palos Military Fly 
In, August 23rd Model Mas-
ters Big Bird.  August 30th 
Electric Fly In.  September 5th 
SAC Labor Day Float Fly is 
on Saturday no Friday Float 
Fly. 
 
Unfinished Business: Noth-
ing 
 
Future Business: Think of 
dates for next year’s events, 
we want to try and coordinate 
between other clubs. 
 
Gooney Bird: Dale Thome 
for forgetting his wing tube. 
 
Show and Tell: Several 
items. Steve Noel from 
Hobby Town had several new 
items just came on the mar-
ket, to show. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at:  
9pm. 

Suburban Aero 
Club of Chicago 

(SAC) 
Minutes of General 
Monthly Meeting, 
August 13th, 2009 
Held at the VFW 

club in Tinley Park, 
IL. 

Sam Helmich, Secretary. 
 
Meeting called to order at: 
7:35pm, by President Ron 
Wegrzyn. 
There were 34 members pre-
sent. 
1 new member was intro-
duced, 2 visitors. 
 
Reports by Committees or 
Officers: 
Secretary Minutes:  By Sam 
Helmich. A motion to accept 
the minutes as read was made 
by Rob Detrick and second by 

Greg Stevens.  Motion car-
ried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: by Pat 
Dillon 
A motion to accept the treas-
ures report as read was made 
by Jack Mejdrich and second 
by Charlie Harrell. Motion 
Carried 
 
Safety Officer: By Ken Hall-
berg.  Nothing to report. 
 
Field: By Ron.  Field in good 
condition. 
 
New Field: Forest preserve 
filling for permits. 
 
Past Events:  Float Fly’s 
going well, lots of attendance. 
Giant Scale was great day, 
with 10+ flyers, lots of spec-
tators. 
 
Future Events:  August 16h 
Military Fly, any replica will 
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From The Pres. 
 

Wow we’ve had 
some great fly-
ing days this 

month.  But the rain the past 
few days sure was needed.  
We have had some large 
crowds in the morning.  The 
Hobby seems to be expand-
ing.  New members are tak-
ing advantage of the cool 
windless mornings to get 
some premium flying time in.  
We’ve had some new events 
with new people trying to get 
their feet wet.  Frank Trupes 
had the Military Fun Fly.  It 
was pretty windy but the 
event must go on.  Bob Stroz 
is sponsoring an Electric Fly 

on August 30th. ,  and Ron 
McCormick is going to run 
the Turkey shoot in Novem-
ber so you might want to start 
practicing your golf ball 
dropping techniques. 
 
Our SAC Float Flys have 
been doing very well.  We 
have the Labor Day Float Fly 
just around the corner and 
then 1 more Friday Float Fly 
to end the Float Fly Season.  
We had a lot of fun and I am 
looking forward to next year.  
The year is rapidly winding 
down and we need to start 
thinking about next year.  
Start thinking about next 
years events.  What events do 
you want to see and dates to 

have them?  We’ll start dis-
cussing them at the October 
meeting.  Don’t forget the 
Annual SAC Auction is also 
rapidly approaching.  It will 
be October 22nd. 
Banquet time.  When?   Janu-
ary, February?  Bring your 
thoughts to the October meet-
ing.  I need to start looking 
for a hall.  I’d like to stay at 
the Ashford House but we 
might just out grow the place.  
Fifty is their max.  Also think 
about entertainment.  Come-
dian, Magician, Ventriloquist, 
suggestions???? 
Remember fly SAFE.  USE 
AN AIRPLANE HOLDER ! 
Ron 
(Your friendly undertaker) 

'��� ���������	�  

���������������������������������������������� Newsletter of THE SUBURBAN AERO CLUB OF CHICAGO  
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AUGUST WINNERS 
Congratulations to Kurt Roth won the Raptor and Jeff Wail who won the Cessna.  We origi-
nally were going to give the winner on the big side their choice of planes but we took in 
enough to cover the expense so we gave them both away.  There was a lot of stuff on the regu-
lar side also.  If anyone had a good night it was Kurt Roth!  He won 5 items on the regular 
raffle side and then won a plane! 

Jeff Wail Kurt Roth 

SEPTEMBER RAFFLE 
Pete said he’s going to get another plane for the September Raffle.  At print time he was still 
debating so I’ll let you know before the meeting which one he has chosen  

WHOSE AIRPLANE IS IT 
For this meeting we reinstated the “Whose Airplane is it”.  Frank 
Trupes won the little in door infra red airplane by recognizing Charley 
Harrell’s plane.  Next month we’re going to change the event just a 
little.  It will be called 

 
“ WHOSE AIRPLANE WAS IT”  

Hopefully while at the field and someone should crash there will be 
someone with a camera to take a picture.  At the meeting we will dis-
play the picture of the downed aircraft and have ballots for those pre-
sent the attempt to identify the remains.  A prize will be given the 
winner. 

Gooney Bird 
Congratulations to Dale Thome for 
receiving the SAC Monthly Gooney 
Bird Award.  Dale was out of the 
hobby for about 15 years and has 
returned ready to fly.  That is unless 
he forgets his wing tube and must 
return home to retrieve it.  So wel-
come to the “Club of Forgetters”.  
Most of us have left critical pieces 
of equipment either at home or at 
the field and I’m sure many of us 
will do it again!   
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CHARLIE’S CORNER 
 

Charlie’s corner is going great guns.  People are donating stuff all the time and Charlie 
has a nice collection of stuff.  Just got some more stuff the other day.  I want to thank 
everyone that has donated to Charlie’s Corner, Remember all proceeds go directly to 
SAC.  Speaking of donations we are also taking any donations for the AUCTION 
coming up in October.  So gather the stuff you no longer use and move it a long.  Your 
donations are always accepted. 

 
. 

 

2009 SAC EVENTS 
(September 2009) 

These dates should all be good.  We just added another event.  An Electric 
Fly In.  If you want to run something please jump in there.  If you want to 
become a CD just ask and we will help you. 
 
August 

August 30th Electric Fly In, Bob Stroz 
September 
 Sept. 5th, Saturday, Labor Day Float Fly 
 Sept 10th SAC Meeting 

Sept. 18th, Last SAC Float Fly of 2009 
October 
 Oct. 8th SAC Meeting 
 Oct. 22nd Auction, Ron 
November 
 Nov. 1st, Turkey Shoot, Ron McCormack CD. 
 Nov. 12th SAC Meeting 
December 
 Dec. 10th SAC Meeting 
January  
 Jan. 1st First Flight of the New Year 
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GENTLE JUNGLE 
SEMI-ANNUAL TAILGATE SWAP 

MEET 
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 20th 8am to 

1pm 
AT THE  

GENTLE JUNGLE 
BIRD and HOBBY 

SUPER STORE 
3819 W. 127th Street 

No Vendor charge for Club Members 
Sell from your trunk, tailgate or van, or  

bring your own tables! 
No cancellation – in event of rain – we will move inside 

 

FOR SALE 
Great Float Planes Cessna 177 
W/ Floats $225.00.  Beaver W/
Floats $225.00.  Ready W/
Floats $225.00.  The Cessna is 
like the one I fly at the Float 
Flys.  Charley, Pete, and Chris 
fly the Beaver.  This price is for 
SAC members only. 
See or call Ron Wegrzyn (708) 
478-8858 
 
 

 
FOR SALE 

 
I have a Futaba FP-R138DP 
8 channel PCM receiver for 
sale with crystal for channnel 
32. 
- works fine - never crashed 
- $25.00 
  
Dan Pesek 
  

708-415-6817 or 
dan@dgp.name��

�
�

FOR SALE 

Cessna 177 Cardinal on 
Floats  



�����'�

1>65���#�4����������#�
,�
�������)2�-4#�?�9?��

�
���:�
5�6#@9�#6?�5�

*�A�
5�6#@9�#9��1�

��%�����

��!:BB

��
���!��)�
#
�%%�����#+�.�

����<�
����,-+7�"�����-+�

Tip of the Month 
 

If you use Velcro strips 
to secure your electric 
battery packs or other 
equipment in your plane, 
you can easily remove 
the packs for recharging 
by slowly sliding a small 
plastic ruler between the 
Velcro strips while gen-
tly pulling on the battery 
pack. The pack will eas-
ily  loosen. This will 
work with any mounted 
Velcro equipment pre-
venting damage to the 
equipment and the 
plane. 
Courtesy J. Utz 

. 
Gentle Jungle 

Over 100 RTF, ARFs’ and 
kits in stock. 

3819 W. 127th St. 
2 Blocks East of Pulaski 

The store is now twice as big. 
(708) 597-4197 

If it flies we have it! 

HOBBYTOWN USA SHOW 
AND TELL 

Thanks to Steve Noel for bringing many 
new and just released airplanes and equip-
ment.  There are so many things coming 
out it’s hard to keep track of all them.  This 
was a great way for us to get a look at 
some of the new products.  Hanger 9 is 
constantly coming out with new things that 
are very user friendly and cater to both the 
electric and nitro flyers.  When you go 
over to HOBBYTOWN USA be sure and 
thank Steve for the presentation. 

TURKEY SHOOT 
(To be held in November) 

 
Ron McCormick has volunteered to run this event and as usual we will 
give out $15.00 checks to the top 10 contestants.  Ron plans on having a 
bomb drop.  Here are his thoughts on the event.  So you can start practic-
ing! 

 
We will use a cup fixed to the top of the plane to hold the bomb (event will 
provide or bring your own), this will require rolling inverted to drop the 
bomb (event will provide golf balls). 

 
A team and an individual round will be flown. 

 
In the individual round we will try to have at least three drops based on the 
number of entries. 
 
In the team round balls will be pulled from a bag to determine teams. Each 
team will have a fixed amount of time (based on the number of entries) to 
drop as many bombs as possible. 

Points: 
10 foot circle = 3 points 
20 foot circle = 2 points 
30 foot circle = 1 point 

 
Ron McCormick 

 



 

SAC 
MONTHLY 

CLUB  
MEETINGS 

 
Club business 

meetings are held 
at the VFW Hall, 
17147 Oak Park 
Avenue, Tinley 

Park, IL, at 7:30pm 
on the second 

Thursday of each 
month. Prospective 

members are al-
ways welcome at 
either the flying 

field or the monthly 
meeting. �
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�.	���=��=��� Float Fly 
September 5, 2009 

8am -2pm 
Twin Lakes- Oak Forest, IL. 

167th & Cicero Ave. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bring family, friends, and floats 
$5.00 landing fee 

Big planes, small planes, boats, or helicopters 
Hamburgers / hotdogs and pop will be available 

AMA membership required to fly 
No charge for spectators 

 
Come on out and have some fun                   for additional information contact: 

 Runway is limited to water                          Ron Wegrzyn cd, AMA 6410 (708) 478-8858 
All aircraft will require flotation devices.                 More info at WWW.SAC-RC.ORG 

AMA (AMA 09-0798) sanctioned event sponsored by 
SAC 

Suburban Aero Club of Chicago 



�����)�����<�
����,-+7�"�����-+�

August 2009 Show & Tell Projects            by Ken Hallberg 
Robert Houchens, Jim Slawnikowski, Dale Thome, Greg Stevens, Pete Dennis, Kurt Roth and Steve Noel were the “show 
& tell’ presenters this month. 
 

A Futaba radio and 4 servos control Bob’s 7 ½  pound SIG King Cobra. Its all wood con-
struction is covered in red, white & blue Ultra Coat. It is 54" long and the wing spans 58". A 
Super Tiger Blue Head 61 provides the power. Bob said the kit quality was great and it was 
a fun kit to build. 

Last month Jim displayed his House of Balsa F190 complete 
except for the final color Paint. He used Testers Acryl to give 
it the camouflage scheme.  
   
His current project is a Tiger Moth by Bee Gee. He hasn’t 
decided on the covering and color scheme that will cover the 
all wood construction. An OS FS 40, 4 stroke will provide the 
power. A JR radio system will drive the 4 servos. 

Dale showed plans by Dan Santich of a Cobra he (Dale) has had on 
the drawing board since 1992. The bi-planes wings are gull shape 
spanning 76 and 61 inches. It will be 65 inches long and will weight 
in at 15 – 22 ounces depending on the motor he decides on. He plans 
on covering it in white and two shades of green.   

Greg proudly showed off his Evolotion 61 powered Hanger 9 
FOKKER DVII. The 6 pound plane has a 66 inch wingspan and 
its all wood construction weights in at 6 pounds. The color 
scheme is modeled after Rudolph Burthold’s plane, a German 
Ace with 44 kills. Maiden flight took place Saturday Aug 16 and 
the plane looked as good in the air as it does on the ground wait-
ing to become airborne. 

Pete uses a “JIFFY JACK” model 
8056-10 distributed by Cole 
Palmer. It’s a specialty tool he has 
found to be useful for setting up 
and holding parts during construc-
tion of his planes. 

Kurt wasn’t happy with the landing 
gear on his PT17. He replaced it 
with stronger gear from Sierra Gear 
OH. 

Steve Noel (Hobbytown) showed us several new products that have recently 
hit the market. Most were state of the art electrics and he recommends all of 
them as long as they are purchased from Hobbytown  
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THE SAFETY PAGE             Ken Hallberg, Safety VP 
 

 Airplane Restraints / Hold Downs 
 

Why should you be using one?? 
Properly used they will prevent your plane, gas or electric, from leaping forward when it starts. 
 
 
 
Why is it important? 
The prop looks innocent when the engine isn’t running. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
But it becomes a vicious saw blade once the engine/motor starts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you don’t use a restraint you are gambling and eventually 
your luck will run out  and the propeller will leap forward with 
the potential of producing serious injuries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why risk ruining a fun day with a serious injury that could 
have a negative effect not only on you but it could affect 
your job and your family?? 
 
 
 
 

Use a hold down, it’s cheap insurance. 
 
 
 

 REMEMBER  – FLY SAFELY, INSIST YOUR FELLOW PILOTS DO 
THE SAME  
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ANNUAL SAC AUCTION  
October 22, 2009 

 
DOORS OPEN at 6:00 pm 

 
Buyers and Sellers:  $2.00 entry fee this includes 1 raffle ticket. 

Sellers: $1.00 each for the First Ten Items brought to sell. 
RAFFLE prize— A SPEKTRUM DX 7 TRANSMITTER  

Additional Raffle tickets can be purchased for $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00 
 

More information: 
Contact Ron Wegrzyn 

708-478-8858 
ronwegrzyn@comcast.net 

 
VISIT OUR WEB SITE 

www.sac-rc.org 
 

AUCTION STARTS AT 7:00 PM 
WHERE:  Tinley Park VFW Hall, 172nd and Oak Park Ave. 
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