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Suburban Aero Club of
Chicago (SAC)
Minutes of General
Monthly Meeting, July 9",
2009
Held at the VFW club in
Tinley Park, IL.
Sam Helmich, Secretary.

Meeting called to order at:
7:35pm, by President Ron
Wegrzyn.

There were 40 members pre-
sent. There were 1 new mem-
bers introduced, no visitors.

Reports by Committees or
Officers:

Secretary Minutes: By Sam
Helmich. A motion to accept
the minutes as read was made
by Bob Stolz and second by
Joe the Cop. Motion carried.

Treasurer's Report: by Ron
Wegrzyn

A motion to accept
the treasures report as read

was made by Henry Rhea and Zinkel talked about his great

second by Robert Detrick.
Motion Carried

Safety Officer: By Ken Hall-
berg. Nothing to report.

Field: By Ron. Field in good
condition now that the heavy
rains have stopped.

New Field: Sam Helmich
Reported on a meeting with
the Forest Preserve on July
6™.

Past Events: Float Fly's

have had great turn outs from
SAC and many other clubs
members.

Future Events: Gentle Jun-
gle July 11" 20% off Sale,
and the Cub fly in is July
12th. SAC Giant Scale July
26", See the Dope Can for
more dates.

Unfinished BusinessArt

experiences at the Joe Nall
event this year and past years,
and highly recommends oth-
ers to attend. He also men-
tioned that only 2.4 radios

will be allowed at the Joe Nall
event next year. Tom Lustig
talked about his experience at
the HuckFest near Rockford
this year, it was a great time.

Future Business:Frank
Trupes will have a WarBird
Day August 18, and Bob
Stolz will have an electric Fly
In on August 38.

Gooney Bird: Mike the bird
man, for putting a GYRO on
an Alpha Trainer plane to
keep it going straight when
taxiing.

Show and Tell: Several
items.

Meeting Adjourned at:
9pm
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From The Pres.
From the Prez.

Since the rains
have stopped we
have had some great flying
days. We have a steady
crowd that comes out about
7am. The winds are calm
and it's not too hot, really
nice flying. We've even had
some members return to
Chicago and come on out to
see us. Art Zinkle was hear
and made many trips out to
the field and was at one of
the Float Flys. He brings a
fleet of aircraft and just flys
away.

The SAC Field really looks

great. It's really been dry;

have a War Bird Day, An

we could use some rain. Bob Electric Fly In, the last big

roughed up some of the bare
spots and put down some

event will be the Labor Day
Float Fly. Ya all have fun

seed. Remember this is your flyin’ and be safe!

field, please take care of it.

We met again with the Forest Ron

Preserve and things are mov-

ing forward slowly. It would

be nice to see some construc-

tion start this year but we
think it won’t happen till

next year. Sam wrote a little
article about what's going on
with the new field. We've
got just a few more events
this year and | hope you will
come on out and participate
in them. You should receive
this Dope Can just before the
Giant Scale and then we’'ll

(Your Friendly Undertaker)
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July Raffle

Congratulations to Mike Preda AKA “Woody”.
He won the $100 gift certificate to the Gentle Jun-
gle Hobby Shop. I'm sure he’'ll buy fuel with the

money!
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CUB Fly-In

Not a bad day. It was calm as could be, a littel but very nice weather for flying
CUBS. There were only 5 pilots but we had a ldiuof.. Tom Phistry from Palos
came in I, Ron Wegrzyn % Tony Mataltis from Palos tooK®3 Greg Stevens™4and
Charles Harrell 8. Charlie got the award for MOST RESILIENT. Hesed to have
a problem at each section of the event but ouistodpair station and he was ready for
the next round. He’s got to be getting low on tgra20 nylon landing gear bolts! We
all had fun even if our flying wasn't the greateSipecial thanks to our judges, Ken
Hallberg, Dale Thome, and Frank Trupes. Maybe yeat we’ll have more flyers.

The Group
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Tom Phistry—the WINNER!!!!
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Greg Stevens

Charles Harrell



Mike wins July Gooney Bird Award
Mike Sula got the Gooney Bird for trying to install
gyro in his Alpha Trainer to keep it going straigint
take off. His take offs sometimes leave a littitetd» be
desired.

2009 SAC EVENTS
(August 2009)

These dates should all be good. We just addedrtare events. A War Bird Day
and an Electric Fly In. If you want to run somathplease jump in there. If you
want to become @D just ask and we will help you.
July

July 26", Giant Scale CD Bob Schneider
August

August 7', SAC Float Fly

SAC Meeting 1%

August 18' War Bird Day, Frank Toupes

August 2 SAC Float Fly

August 3d' Electric Fly In, Bob Stolz
September

Sept. &, Saturday, Labor Day Float Fly

SAC Meeting 18

Sept. 18, Last SAC Float Fly of 2009
October

SAC Meeting 8

Auction 22% Ron

November
Nov. ¥, Turkey Shoot, Ron McCormack CD.
SAC Meeting 1% s
December - $
SAC Meeting 19 -
January .
Jan. ' First Flight of the New Year I8 *
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WE CAN PUMP IT!
A special thank you to Bob
Van Huis for his extraordi-
nary assistance to help
pump out our flying field

%

SAC and CCFPD meeting on New Flying Field
By Sam Helmich

A meeting was held on Tuesday July809 at 9am at the Cook County For-
est Preserve Districts main office in River ForeBtesent was Sam Helmich,
Pete Dennis, Ron Wegrzyn. From the CCFPD was Baweber Chief Land-
scape Architect of planning and development andrs¢wther CCFPD em-
ployees.

The architects had come up with a new drawinghergroposed field, with it
laid out on a map of the area. We discussed a fanges to the new pro-
posal. The helicopter area will be separate froengihplane area, placed a lit-
tle south and to the east, closer to Cicero Avethar the field.

We asked for 2 portable johns, as now there agpdrate areas, they felt that
would be no issue.

The process to follow is the CCFPD will be gettprgposals for the project;
submit them to the board members for approval, wieemits will be applied
for, then when ready construction can start. Thikmost likely have con-

struction starting early to mid next year, and bew a 6 to 8 week process.




July 2009 Show & Tell Projects

by Ken Hallberg

Robert Houchens, Jim Slawnikowski, Dan Pesek anddy&reda described their

latest models.

Dan displayed his Hanger 9 Funtana.

The plane has a wingspan and body
length of 56" weights in at 5 pounds
and it's powered by an OS Max 50
SX. A Futaba radio controls the 5
servos.

Mike (Woody) powers his Great Planes
Ultra Sport 60 with a Super Tiger 90 and

A Futaba radio and 4 servos control
Bob’s 7 pound SIG Liberty Sport. The
Bi-Planes all wood construction is cov-
ered in Monocoat. It is 46" long and the
wings span 50". A Magnum 70 4 stroke
provides the power. Bob said the kit
quality was great and it was a fun kit to
build.

Jim’s contribution to “Show & Tell”
were 2 House of Balsa models.
The F190 is 28" long and has a 36"

wingspan. It weights about 28 oz and he

powers it with a Enya .09 engine.
The AT-6 is 29" long and it has a 44"

wingspan. A HP VT .21 4 stroke powers

the plane.
JR radios control both planes.

Futaba controls the 5 servos. Woody added

flapperons and as you can see the color
scheme is his creation. The plane is 55 %"
long with a 61 %2" wingspan and weight

about 8 pounds.
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Gentle Jungle
Over 100 RTF, ARFs’ an
kits in stock.

3819 W. 127th St.
2 Blocks East of Pulaski

The store is now twice as big.

(708) 597-4197
If it flies we have it!

Tip of the Month

Sears has "mini" screw driv-
ers with_largehandles. Not
only

are they Craftsman®, the
handles are color coded, anf
easy

to find in the flight box!!

Consider using metal
"locking" clevis at least for
your

elevator and ailerons! Thosg
plastic / nylon clevises that
are provided with most
ARF / RTF / Kits_ WILL fail.

Trying to getOil out of that
wood? Spray CA "kicker" or]
the area, let set 1 or 2 min-
utes, wipe off. Repeat if neg
essary.

B
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Float Fly

September 5, 2009
8am -2pm
Twin Lakes- Oak Forest, IL
167" & Cicero Ave.

Bring family, friends, and floats
$5.00 landing fee
Big planes, small planes, boats, or helicopters
Hamburgers / hotdogs and pop will be availabl
AMA membership required to fly

No charge for spectators

Come on out and have some fun aftalitional information contact:
Runway is limited to water Ron Wegrzyn cd, AMA 641108) 478-8858
All aircraft will require flotation devices. More info aWWW.SAC-RC.ORG

AMA (ama 09-0798)Sanctioned event sponsored by

SAC
Suburban Aero Club of Chicago
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JULY 26, 2009

PRESENTED BY

A men N
SAC FIELD
FLOSSMOOR ROAD AND CENTRAL AVE.

Size requirements 80” Monoplane,
60"Bi-Plane, true 1/4 Scale.

Huge N/S & E/W runways. Both 400 X 200 ft.
Black top runway 200 X 50.

Registration begins at 8:00 AM

~$10.00LANDING FEE
CONTEST .DIRECTOR. lunch will be free
Bob Schneider

to pilots and available
708-535-9929

AMA SANCTION
WWW.SAC-RC.ORG 09-1134



TH E SAF ETY PAG E Ken Hallberg, Safety VP

Piloting RC Helicopters is rapidly becoming an ¢ixgj and fun part of our club activities. They fioavn indoors and
outdoors and they can cause serious injuries amage if the pilot doesn’t keep safety the #1 ptyori
Following these safety tips will help insure pibotd spectator safety.

RC Helicopter Safety Tips
1. Whenever you start your helicopter, whether it's a nitro, gasser or electric, always hold
the blade grips tightly. If your throttles not all the way down, or there’s a glitch, your heli
can spin out of control and cause serious damage.

2. Always stand a minimum of 5 — 10 feet away from your helicopter and never fly towards
yourself. Similarly, don't fly around other people or pets. Blade tips can be spinning in
excess of 250 miles per hour and a carbon fiber rotor at those speeds can do some
serious damage and even cause death.

3. Always disconnect your battery / motor before trying to adjust anything on your heli.

4. If a blade separates during flight, it can fly in excess of 100 ft, so make sure your nuts
and bolts are tight.

5. Perform a quick pre-flight check to make sure everything’s as it's supposed to be. Make
sure nuts, bolts and screws are tight, linkages aren’t loose, and your batteries are
charged.

6. Don't fly alone if it can be avoided and always have a cell phone or other means of
communication available.

7. Don't fly near trees, power lines or other obstacles.

8. Use common sense.

9. Avoid flying your RC heli in close proximity to another heli to
avoid contact and a potentially fatal crash.

10. Don't fly any non-electric RC heli indoors. The fumes are

toxic and not good for your health.

11. Practice new moves on a simulator first for safety and your

wallets sake.

12. When flying on windy days, always fly upwind from your RC

helicopter so the wind doesn’t blow it towards you. Better yet,
don't fly when it's windy.

13. Don't adjust the radio when your heli is powered. If you
accidentally reverse the throttle bad things can happen.

14. Avoid flying your RC helicopter at head heights. If something
comes loose or there’s a glitch (electrical or human) you're less likely to loose an eye.

15. If you want to manually slow down the blades do so by adding friction to the button

and keep loose clothing and other bodily parts away from them.

16. When walking towards your heli, make sure that the throttle hold switch is on.

17. Only use hardened bolts for any bolt that has a load being placed on it. If possible,

stick to stock parts.

18. Program failsafe settings into your receiver if possible.

19. If you're new to RC helicopters, make sure that an experienced heli pilot checks out

your helicopter and radio setup prior to your first flight.

20. Don't fly powerful RC heli’s indoors that were meant for the wide open spaces of the

great outdoors. You know how dangerous a glitch or dumb thumbs can be in this situation.

REMEMBER — FLY SAFELY, INSIST YOUR FELLOW PILOTS DO THE SAM E



~~ BETTER FLOATS ~~

(The following article and drawing are based on two
R/C", which appeared in the July 1991 and March 199
Contact RCM for availability of reprints)

At our float flys someone always remarks; "What
off and lands smoothly." Thanks for the complement
floats!

Like many, | struggled with trying different floa
understanding the relationships of size, shape, buo
wing. Luckily Chuck Cunningham, who writes the "Cu
Control Modeler, has spent years figuring out how t
vide excellent performance. He has reduced this we
that you can use to size floats for just about any
lot of enjoyment to my water flying. | recommend y
What follows is a brief description of the construc
built from that information.

Floats are sized for a fairly narrow range of wei
does not fit all. Use the measurements on the draw
Use the chart to determine the float width. In my
at the top of the engine size range AND it is heavy
next greater width to guarantee adequate floatation
engine, but is at or above the recommended weight f
floats.

You can build floats from Styrofoam, fiberglass o
floats are critical and should be measured with a p
built-up entirely from 1/8" sheet balsa to keep wei
the metal mounting and steering hardware). They we
wooden yard stick was built-in flush with the deck
aluminum that | used for the mount that attaches to
forward bottom and alternate forward section shown
sults. However, these changes add complexity to th
| added full depth bulkheads at the step and every
compartments; so that if one section is holed the o
were given two coats of Balsarite, "inside" and out
vided water proofing. After completion, the floats
layer of Super MonoKote strips were added to high w
abrasion damage. These floats are in their 4th sea

Regardless of which forward section you use, add
splashing into the prop arc and onto the wings. Yo
tend from the nose to the step on both sides of the
from thin plastic and the angled ones from beveled

Mount the floats so that the step is directly und
1/2" behind it and in no case ahead of it. The win
tive to the top of the floats. | have tried one to
sults. Use the higher angles with symmetrical airf
proper performance. Make them carefully. If the f
will, and should, project ahead of the prop. Make
change angles or shift back and forth.

Recheck the C.G. of the model with the floats att
necessary, add weight to the floats, not the model,
always be correct, with or without the floats. Als
spray will cause them to shatter, which could cause

Properly sized and installed floats make float fl
built from this drawing taxi well and get up on the
buoyancy to handle crosswind taxing and turns. Wat
Full stall nose high touchdowns that you can make o
ing kicked back into the air when it's on floats.
slight positive angle that will result in only the
landing will be just a little faster than on the ge
surface and let the airspeed bleed off until the fl
settle in. Works every time. See you at the lake;

By: Don Sobbe

of Chuck Cunningham's Columns, "Cunningham On
9 issues of Radio Control Modeler Magazine.

a nice flying model you have. It sure takes
, but it's not the model, or me. It's the

t sizes, shapes and installations; without

yancy or angle and position relative to the
nningham On R/C" column that appears in Radio
o design simple, easily built floats that pro-

alth of knowledge to a useful drawing/chart
model. They work very well and have added a
ou read Chuck's articles mentioned above.

tion, changes and setup of the floats that |

ght and power for best performance. One size
ing to calculate the float size you will need.
experience, if your model has an engine size
for its size, | recommend that you use the

. For example, if your model has a .40 size

or that model, use the 4" width for your

r wood. The angles on the bottoms of the
rotractor. My .46 size 30 inch floats were

ght to a minimum (22 oz's., including all of

re assembled upside down on the work bench. A
to provide a hard surface for the "L" channel
the landing gear legs. (I used the alternate
in the drawing (my own ideas) with good re-

e construction and really aren't necessary).
six inches to provide many individual sealed
thers will keep the model afloat. The floats

, before the bottoms were added. This pro-
were covered with Super MonoKote. A second
ear areas, like the bottom edges, to resist

son with no water damage or unusual wear.
spray rails. They will prevent water from

u can use either kind shown. They should ex-
floats. The flat spray rails can be made
balsa strips.

er the models empty C.G., but no more than

g must have a positive angle of attack rela-
three degree angles of attack with good re-
oils. Both measurements are important for
loats are properly sized some portion of them
sure that they are rigidly mounted and cannot

ached to make sure that it hasn't shifted. If
to correct the C.G.. That way, the C.G. will
0, do not use wood props on the water. The
a crash or injury. Use "only" nylon props.
ying easy and a lot more fun. The floats |
step easily and quickly. They have adequate
er landings require a little practice, though.

n wheels will usually result in the model be-
Try too land with the tops of the floats at a
step making first contact with the water. The
ar. | try to level off about a foot above the
oats are at the right angle. Then, I let it

with your new floats?



2009 SAC OFFICERS
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BETTER FLOATS by Don Sobbe.

Drawings to accompanarticle on page 9.




