
Bob Stolz moved to use a show of 
hands, Nick second. Discussion, 
Motioned Carried. Vote on mo-
tion to donate to $320 to Thorn 
Creek club, vote unanimous 
against.  Motion Failed. 
 
Votes for Vice President, Safety 
Officer, and Treasure were taken. 
Pete Dennis was elected Vice 
President, Ken Hallberg reelected 
Safety Officer and Pat Dillon 
reelected Treasure. 
 
Future Business: 
 
Gooney Bird: Johnson for crash-
ing close to a flyer. 
 
Show and Tell: None 
 
Meeting Adjourned at:  9pm 

Suburban Aero Club of 
Chicago (SAC) 

Minutes of General Monthly 
Meeting, June 11th, 2009 

Held at the VFW club in Tinley 
Park, IL. 

Sam Helmich, Secretary. 
 
Meeting called to order at: 
7:38pm, by President Ron  
Wegrzyn. 
There were 32 members present. 
There was 1 new member intro-
duced, no visitors. 
 
Reports by Committees or 
Officers: 
Secretary Minutes:  By Sam 
Helmich. A motion to accept the 
minutes as read was made by Bob 
Hanus and second by Bob Stroz.  
Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: No Treasur-
ers report this month.  The treas-
urer was missing in action. 
 
Safety Officer: By Ken Hallberg.  
Discussion on using the Pin Box. 
With lots of SS, many are not 
using the Pin Box.  Everyone 

should use the Pin Box. 
 
Field: By Ron. Discussed the 
pumping that we were doing to 
try and keep the field dry. Thanks 
to Bob Van Huis, Rob Detrick, 
Phil Arnold, and others.  Thank 
you very much. 
 
New Field: Sam Helmich gave 
review of the meeting SAC had 
with CCFPD. 
 
Past Events:  SAC Float Fly’s 
have been going well, lots of 
people there. We are seeing lots 
of flyers from other clubs.  June 
1st Daily Plaza, SAC had a booth, 
with planes and simulator, with 
much interest.  June 5th float fly, 
June 7th SAC picnic weather 
turned out ok by lunch time, 
about 45 people showed up. June 
10th 11:45am till 12:15pm at the 
Air Show at the Odyssey Golf 
Course. 
 
Future Events:  July 19th CUB 
fly, 26th Giant Scale. 
 
Unfinished Business: Vote on 
donation to Thorn Creek of $320.  
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From The Pres. 
 

Congratulations to 
Ken Hallberg, and 
Pat Dillon on re-
maining in the 

Safety Officer, and Treasurers 
offices.  Congratulations to Pete 
Dennis on being elected to the 
VP position.  I’m sure we all 
wish him the best of luck and I 
hope he gets some good deals on 
some raffle items.  We gave Bob 
Hanus a SAC jacket for perform-
ing his duties as VP for the past 
8 years.  We really appreciated 
his time and hard work.  The 
Picnic was really nice this year.  
We avoided the rain, there was 
just a light breeze, and it was just 
a super day.  We had 45 mem-
bers and there families attend 
this year. 
The field was really looking 

good.  There has been a lot of 
flying and people seem to really 
be enjoying themselves.  We 
could really use some rain but 
the grass is still looking good.  
Well I asked for it and we got it.  
We had to cancel the June 19th 
Float Fly due to the rain and 
wind.  The weather is just not on 
our side.  The Florida boys are 
returning.  Art Zinkel is in town 
and was hoping to fly at the 
Float Fly.  Well I’m sure he’ll be 
out at the field to get in some 
flying. 
Remember when you see paper 
or garbage flying around at the 
field, pick it up.  We maintain 
our field so let’s keep it looking 
good.  I know it’s hard to man-
date safety but just try a little 
harder to handle your airplanes 
like the dangerous pieces of 
equipment they are.  Please no 

flying over the pits.  Remember 
to put your Club or AMA card in 
the pin box.  That will make it a 
lot easier to find the MISSING 
pins!  Whether you use a hold 
down or have an assistant use a 
little caution think before you 
reach to adjust that mixture or 
take off the glow starter or hit 
the throttle. 
We also had our first meeting 
with the Forest Preserve on the 
new field.  We met at their head 
quarters in River Forest and we 
weren’t as happy as we were 
hoping for.  So they are going 
back to the drawing board to 
make some corrections to our 
needs. More from Sam in the 
Dope Can. 
Remember fly SAFE, use the pin 
box and use an airplane holder! 
Ron 
(Your friendly undertaker) 

)	��� ��������
�  

���������������������������������������������� Newsletter of THE SUBURBAN AERO CLUB OF CHICAGO  
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June Raffle Results 
Congratulations to, Ron Wegrzyn, Jon Marlatt, and Bob Schneider.  Ron won the OS 55 AX, Jon 
won the Escapade and Bob won the Pet 50.  Bob Schneider has a tough time making the meet-
ings but I always buy him at least $10.00 worth of tickets.  I called to ask him if he wanted $5.00 
bucks on each of the prizes.  He said yes and he won the PET 50 plane! 

Air Show at the ODYSSEY Golf Course 
By Ron 

A couple of months a go my barber, who is very involved with the ODYSSEY Golf Course and Tinley 
Park, and who knows that I fly model airplanes asked if I could fly at a Veterans presentation at the Oak 
Park Avenue Mainstreet Association 11th Annual Golf Outing.  I said I’d check out the space and see what 
we could do.  After looking it over I felt comfortable with the space available and asked Tom Lustig, Tony 
Mataitis (Palos), and Vince Ehcols (Model Masters) to help me out.  I showed them all the area and they 
said they would be pleased to put on a little air show.  So on Wednesday, June 10, 2009, we were ready to 
fly.  Pete Dennis helped me as a spotter to keep things safe and I worked the mike to make the announce-
ments as to what the flyers were doing.  Vince flew his RAPTOR 90 Helicopter, Tony flew his Electric 
Platus Turbo Porter, and of course Tom flew the EXTRA 330 40%.  The crowd loved all three exhibitions.  
These guys did a great job and really dazzled the crowd. 

July Raffle 
Pete said it will be a surprise raffle.  He has some thoughts and he’s putting them together and 
said he may take a different approach to the Monthly Raffle.  So hope to see you all at the 
July SAC Meeting and we’ll see what Pete does. 

Tom and the Extra 330 Tony and the Platus Porter 

Vince and the Raptor 
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May Gooney Bird 
Jianzhu Huang Won the Gooney Bird for the month of May by scaring 
Bob Stolz with his erratic flying. 

 
. 

                             
 

No June Show & Tell 
 
Please no Show & Tell this month due to the 
size of the raffle prizes.  We’ll resume Show 
& Tell at the July meeting. 

2009 SAC EVENTS 
 
These dates should all be good.  We may add a few more.  I’ve also heard some people talking about some 
electric fun flys.  If you want to run something please jump in there.  If you want to become a CD just ask 
and we will help you. 
July 
 July 3rd, SAC Float Fly 
 SAC Meeting 9th   
 July 17th, SAC Float Fly  
 July 19th, CUB FLY-IN CD Ron 
 July 26th, Giant Scale CD Bob Schneider 
August 
 August 7th, SAC Float Fly  

SAC Meeting 13th  
August 21st, SAC Float Fly 

September 
 Sept. 5th, Saturday, Labor Day Float Fly 
 SAC Meeting 10th  

Sept. 18th, Last SAC Float Fly of 2009 
October 
 SAC Meeting 8th  
 Auction 22nd, Ron 
November 
 Nov. 1st, Turkey Shoot, Ron McCormack CD. 
 SAC Meeting 12th  
December 
 SAC Meeting 10th  
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2009 Memorial Day Float Fly 
By Vern Leets 

Another successful event is under our belt.  Success being measured by thirty happy fliers and $396.00 
in our coffers.  SAC was complemented by our visitors for a smooth well organized event.  Once again 
the weather cooperated.  In fact it wasn’t as hot as past events.   What more can you ask for?! 
 
Now for what really makes an event a success… 
 
Mama & Me Pizza donated our hamburgers, hotdogs and brats. 
 
My daughter Kathy:  Setup plus coffee and doughnuts. 
 
Ron brought out all the club’s equipment.  Boat, flag, tent, grill and on and on. 
 
Pete Dennis helped setup. 
 
Bob Van Huis is the new Commander of the Retrieval Navy. 
 
Robby Walker Safety and Spotting. 
 
Charlie Harrell and Doug Bednar:  Landing Fees and Raffle. 
 
Victor Aggen and his girls took care of the cook tent. 
 
Everett Wilkins Cleanup and Takedown. 
 
Bill Stewart 400lbs of Ice. 
 
And of course the fliers.  I’ve probably overlooked someone and I apologize for that. It’s a lot of work 
but at the end of the day there is a great sense of accomplishment.  Club recognition, happy pilots and 
four weeks of grass cutting paid for.  Good day.  
My thanks to all…. 
 
Vern Leets (CD) 
 

 

WE CAN PUMP IT! 
A special thank you to Bob 
Van Huis for his extraordi-
nary assistance to help 
pump out our flying field 
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Tip of the Month 
 

Have you ever searched 
for just the right small 
tool for your R/C pro-
jects?  
Check out Micro-Mark 
at www.micromark.com. 
Toll free order number 
is 1-800-225-1066.  
They have a sale starting 
June 10th ending Sep-
tember 8, 2009. Lots of 
useful items and I’ve 
been very pleased with 
the items purchased and 
the quality of service. 
 
Until next time, fly safe!! 

Daily Plaza Exhibit 
 

We left for Downtown at 8:00am in the rain for the Live Healthy Discover Nature Festivities in front 
of the Daily Plaza.  It started clearing up when we arrived about 9:00am and just got nicer as the day 
went on.  There were many organizations that had booths set up.  There were Fishermen, Bicyclists, 
Canoe folks, Bird people, Golfers, Friends of the Forest, just everyone that uses the Cook County 
Forest Preserves.  We had a booth next to the Model Masters and we both got our simulators running 
and they ran the whole time we were there.  Mr. Bylina, the CCFPD Superintendent, was there and we 
talked.  He was hoping to get our project completed this year but we’ll just have to see how it goes.  
Bob Van Huis and his wife were there to help Mike and I set up and talk to people and run the simula-
tor.  We left Downtown about 2:30pm and around 127th and I57 the rain started again.  But all in all it 
was a good day we talked to the controlling powers and they are well aware of our move. 

Ron and Steve 

B-25 Bob and Sara with a red tail hawk 

Jet display Mike and the club booth 

Gentle Jungle 
Over 100 RTF, ARFs’ and 

kits in stock. 
3819 W. 127th St. 

2 Blocks East of Pulaski 
The store is now twice as big. 

(708) 597-4197 
If it flies we have it! 



 
 

 
 

������� &�����(�!���� �
�
"����%��������	���
!���!!����0�
�	�� !�(���
�� 0����	�!��
%	��0
������������%��	����
/�/���!	��$���
�
3�9���������
��������/�/�
���!�%	��	��!��������(����
0����	�!���/���0��	����
�$���
�
&��
!����/�/�����������%�
������ ��/�/���!	���
!�
!����
!���!!����$��)	��
��
����
������!�
(
�������	��
!�(� ��
� �!�����
!��0�������
�����
������	���/
���������
(�1��������&
��������$���
�
 ���	��/�����(!�&
��
�����

�%
�!�	
1��/�/���!	���

�����
����!$�����9��0��(���
�����:�.
���
����!!$�

�
�

�����'�����=������+,*8�!

���,(�

*�!����	���;&
(���<�

 �9!�=�����!�;&
(���<�

����=�����!�;�
(���<�

=������%��,� �;&
(��'<�

�������"��(���;&
(��'<�

�

�

-.��-�>�->�-�

SAC and CCFPD meeting on New Flying Field 
By Sam Helmich 

 
A meeting was held on Tuesday June 9th 2009 at 9am at the Cook County Forest Preserve Districts 
main office in River Forest.  Present was Sam Helmich, Pete Dennis, Ron Wegrzyn, from consulting 
firm were Matt Washkowiak and another member.  From the CCFPD were Dave Kircher Chief Land-
scape Architect, Eugene Mikula Civil Engineer, and Alan Mullis head of Planning and Development. 
 
Alan Mullis , was there for the beginning of the meeting, and made the comment that he wanted to do 
this project right the first time, and not have us coming back to them for more and more after the pro-
ject was complete, but also said that, that didn’t mean he had an unlimited budget for the project ei-
ther. 
 
We reviewed the new flying field plans. The consultants for the CCFPD had taken the SAC field lay-
out and laid it out on an area map of the new site. There was much discussion on where the field 
would actually be positioned in relation to the area. After which we had what seemed to be a consen-
sus on where the best placement would be.  There are designated wetlands within the area and depend-
ing on where the field will fit within the area, they may have a couple of different proposals. They will 
revise the site plans and then represent it again to SAC. When they have that they will invite us back 
for another review. 
 
Depending on if any intrusion into designated wetland areas within that area, are impacted, will deter-
mine if the CCFPD needs to get permits to modify those areas and could slightly impact when the 
project might actually start. 
 
They have gotten verbal approval from the Illinois Department of Transportation on gaining access to 
Cicero Avenue, to put in the entrance / exit to the field. They will need a formal permit when applica-
ble. 
 
They would like to have this project set and ready to present at the September board of commissioners 
meeting. 
 
My feeling is that they are very committed to getting this project going, as quick as possible, but they 
do have many processes that they must go thru to be able to actually start development. There are 
permits to apply for from several different agencies, all of which are not expected to be a problem, but 
do take time. 
 
My guess is that it will take quite a bit of time to get ready to start actual construction, and it will be 
early next year before we actually see working being done to construct the field. 

SAC 2009 Annual Picnic 
What a day.  We were out there at 7am to set up the Club tent and move tables around and just get the 
place set up.  It looked like rain but we had to move on.  I left the trailer at the field and came home to get 
my wife ready.  It started to rain not hard just a little drizzle.  I started loading her up about 11:15 to go get 
the food at the POLONIA and it wasn’t looking too bad.  When we arrived at the field about 11:55 it was 
looking like we were going to have a great afternoon.  A little wind to cool it off but a nice warm tempter.  
The food was set out on the tables and everyone dug in.  The food was delicious as usual and everyone 
was full.  The watermelon went next and then Woody wanted to get the Limbo going.  A few people par-
ticipated in the Limbo contest which Tom Lustig won.  Anyway fun was had by all and we had a great day 
for the picnic. 

Chow Time Time to eat Ron and Christine 
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JULY 26, 2009 

PRESENTED BY 

SAC FIELD                                                 
FLOSSMOOR ROAD AND CENTRAL AVE. 

Size requirements 80” Monoplane, 
60”Bi-Plane, true 1/4 Scale.  
Huge N/S & E/W runways. Both 400 X 200 ft. 
Black top runway 200 X 50. 

$10.00 LANDING FEE 
lunch will be free                         
to pilots and available 
to others 

Registration begins at 8:00 AM 

CONTEST DIRECTOR: 
Bob Schneider 
INFORMATION CALL: 
     708-535-9929 
WWW.SAC-RC.ORG 

AMA SANCTION 
09-1134 
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THE SAFETY PAGE                           Ken Hallberg, Safety VP 

 
DISPOSING OF LIPO BATTERIES IN AN ENVIRONMENTALLY R ESPONSIBLE MANNER   

 
Unlike NiCd batteries, lithium-polymer batteries are environmentally friendly. 

For safety reasons, it’s best that LiPo cells be fully discharged before disposal. 
 
However, if the battery is physically damaged it is NOT recommended to discharge LiPo cells before 

disposal. 
 
The batteries must also be cool before proceeding with the following disposal 

instructions.  
  
1. If any LiPo cell in the pack has been physically damaged, resulting in a swollen cell or a split or tear in a 
cell’s foil covering, DO NOT discharge the battery and go to step 5.  
2. Place the LiPo battery in a fireproof container or bucket of sand. 
3. Connect the battery to a LiPo discharger. Set the discharge cutoff voltage to the lowest possible value. Set 
the discharge current to a C/10 value, with “C” being the capacity rating of the pack. For example, the “1C” 
rating for a 1200mAh battery is 1.2A, and that battery’s C/10 current value is (1.2A / 10).  A power resistor or 
set of light bulbs can be used to perform the discharge as long as the discharge current doesn’t exceed the 
C/10 value and cause an overheating condition. 
For LiPo packs rated at 7.4V and 11.1V , connect a 150 ohm resistor with a power rating of 2 watts 
(commonly found at Radio Shack) to the pack’s positive and negative terminals to safely discharge. Connect-
ing the battery to an ESC/ motor system and allowing the motor to run indefinitely until no power remains 
would be an alternative way to discharge the battery.   
4. Discharge the battery until its voltage reaches 1.0V per cell or lower. For resistive load type discharges, 
discharge the battery for up to 24 hours. 
5. Submerse the battery into bucket or tub of salt water. This container should have a lid, but it  doesn’t have 
to be air-tight. Prepare a plastic container (do not use metal ) of cold water. And mix in 1/2 cup of salt per gal-
lon of water. Drop the battery into the salt water. 
6. Allow the battery to remain in the tub of salt water for at least 2 weeks . 
7. Remove the LiPo battery from the salt water, wrap it in newspaper or paper towels and place it in the normal trash. 
They are landfill safe. 
  
 REMEMBER  – FLY SAFELY, INSIST YOUR FELLOW PILOTS DO THE SAM E 
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CUB FLY IN 
Sunday July 19, 2009 

Registration 8:00 AM   Contest starts at 9:00 AM 
$5.00 landing fee includes 

(Prizes to be announced at a later date) 
WWW.SAC-RC.ORG 

Asphalt Runway 
Large Pit Area 
Unlimited Flying Area 
Sponsored by SAC 
 
Ron Wegrzyn  CD (aka, the’UNDERTAKER”) 
19426 Moher Ct. 
Mokena IL. 60448 
708-478-8858 
ronwegrzyn@comcast.net 
 
EVENTS TO INCLUDE 

Scale taxi for takeoff 
Scale takeoff, traffic pattern and landing.                                          
Spot Landing.                                                                                               
Timed Landing (With Talking Timer)                                                       
Touch and Go. 

 
      POINTS WILL BE AWARDED FOR EACH EVENT 

(Before we leave the field we will try to get as many 
 CUBs in the air at one time as we can) 
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Picnic Limbo 
By Woody 

 
Limbo event at our 2009 club picnic results.  The streamer was 8 
foot off the ground and the poles were 25 feet apart.  Each pilot 
had 2 minutes to get as many passes under the ribbon as he could.  
Regular passes right side up were worth 10 points and inverted 
passes were worth 20 points.  Mike at Gentle Jungle Bird and 
Hobby donated an electric airplane to the first place winner.  The 
timer started once the aircraft had flown under the ribbon success-
fully. We had 5 pilots, Woody, Peter, Chris Baker, Alan Galle and 
Tom Lustig. We flew 2 rounds and there were quite a few mis-
hapes.  Before the contest started Peter wanted to practice going 
under the ribbon.  So he did.  He hit the pole the first time but got 
under the next time.  Then he came under inverted and ripped off 
his rudder.  Anyway he still flew that plane in the event minus the 
rudder and tail wheel.  He just threw it into the air.  Round 1, Tom 
Lustig got 6 normal passes and 1 inverted then he hit the streamer 
and the plane came to a complete stop, he did not break any thing. 
Alan Galle got under the streamer 6 times normal, Peter 5 times normal, Woody 7 times normal.  Chris Baker flying his small biplane was tied with 
Tom for first place with at least 30 seconds left as he hit the streamer and his plane hit the ground tearing off his top wing.  Round 2, Tom Lustig 
had got under 12 times in a row normal WOW!!, Alan Galle hit a crosswind on take off and his plane cart wheeled and took him out of the round.  
Chris Baker flew the 2nd round with his Twin star.  He got 3 passes under the ribbon then he lost his port side engine and made one pass under the 
ribbon on one engine.  That’s flying! Peter hand lunched again and tried a pass inverted.  He did it but he struck a pole but he got under and he got 
the 20 points.  In the last round I had got under the ribbon 8 times the last pass was from the opposite side I only had 10 seconds and I made it under 
I got lucky.  First place Tom Lustig 200 pts, 2nd place Woody 150 pts, 3rd place Chris Baker 120 pts, 4th place Peter 70 points, 5th place Alan 
Galle 60 pts. See you again next year.  Be ready for more Limbo!!! 


