
grass in not taking and pits, 
also asked to get trees cut 
back in heli area 300 feet 
further back, and  blacktop  
on the gravel area to the 
runway. They are consider-
ing these, and will get back 
to Ron. 
 
Past Events: Toledo was 
great. 
 
Future Events:  SAC First 
Float Fly was cancelled due 
the President’s visit to Chi-
cago and a TFR that was in 
effect. Fuel orders are being 
taken.  April 23rd  DuPage 
Swap Meet. Al’s Hobby is 
having a 64th anniversary 
sale April 16th. May 6th SAC 
Float Fly, May 12th SAC 
meeting. May 20th SAC 
Float Fly. SAC Picnic June 
5th.  June 8th is the Annual 
Downtown Chicago event at 

Suburban Aero 
Club of Chicago 

(SAC) 
Minutes of Gen-

eral Monthly 
Meeting, April 

14th, 2011 
Held at the VFW 

Club in Tinley 
Park, IL. 

Sam Helmich, Secretary. 
 
Meeting called to order at: 
7:38pm, by President Ron 
Wegrzyn. 
There were 35 members 
present. No new members, 
No visitors. 
 
Reports by Committees or 
Officers: 
Secretary Minutes:  By 

Sam Helmich. A motion to 
accept the minutes as read 
was made by Bob Haas and 
second by Jon Marlatt.  Mo-
tion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: By 
Dale Thome. A motion to 
accept the treasures report 
as read was made by Joe the 
Cop, and second by Tim 
Agee. Motion Carried. 
 
Safety Officers: 
Planes:  By Ken Hallberg. 
Nothing to report. 
Heli:   By Bob 
Stroz:  Bob put together 
great information on LIPO 
CARE and electric compo-
nents as a hand out. 
 
Field: Ron talked to 
CCFPD and discussed get-
ting seeding done in some 
areas of field where the 

��������		�
����
�������
������� ���������	
���
���	��	�����

��������������������������������� ��������� � �
��������������������������������������������������� ��������������� !����"������ �#������$��� �

���� �

%����������������&�

��������		�
�����
��


�����
��
���
��

����������
�������

��������
������
���	
��

�
����
��������������� 
�!

��
'�
�
'�
'�
'�

�����
��
�������
�

"���
��
�����

�
���
�#$�%�
����&�'���%��
�

(&)�'�
��$�
�)���	
�����
������

*+,,���
����

(�
(�
)�
�
)�
*�

"�����		�
�

"
 ������-�������������

*�
+�

���$���
�$��&������ ,�

�������������'
��� ,�

��	
���&�%
�

"
 �
������-���
�*+,,�

�

-�
	��

� �

"���*+,,���������������� ���.���!��.��% �����(��$ 
�,,,)�/��$
�0�

.�
�
����/�����"���

� �

· ��
�
�$��"

���%�
"���,*���123+�&"�
�����
�'���
��&��4�
(��)�,1*�����5�4�
&��4���
.)�'���
��
&��4)�/�. �

· -��
�
���������
��
-
�����
�"���*+.�

· -��
�
�����
��!
�
��
��&$�����
�����
"���*0�� .�

· �
����
2�
· ���.���!��.��%�
· ������2�#.�6�7�
��

                AMA Leader Club No 274 

��� ���
�
&�
���
���
 
The field is 

recovering nicely from the 
winter snow and the April 
rains.  The grass is grow-
ing very well in the pits 
and the east west and north 
south runways.  I’m work-
ing with a Landscaper to 
see about rolling the 2 
grass runways.  We have 
spread some seed and will 
spread more when the time 
is right. 
I’ve been out at the field 
quit a bit training new fly-
ers and have noticed some 

problems.  The biggest 
being FM frequency con-
trol.  If you are still using 
FM be sure to look around 
so we don’t have fre-
quency overlap.  The 
combo to the pin box is 
0274, our AMA club num-
ber.  USE THE PIN BOX!  
Many people are walking 
out to the blacktop for take 
off.  This is fine; just re-
member to YELL out “ON 
THE RUNWAY”, 
“TAKING OFF”, AND 
“CLEAR OF THE RUN-
WAY”.  After you take off 
walk off the blacktop and 
go behind the pilot station 

spots. 
 
May is the start of a lot of 
Club Events.  I hope we 
will see a lot YOU at these 
Events.  You don’t need to 
be an outstanding flyer to 
have fun.  Just come on 
out and FLY!  We will 
have 3 Float Fly events in 
May.  The Memorial Day 
Float Fly is a BIG 
EVENT.  We have many 
people from all around 
come out and fly off the 
water.  We could use your 
help.  Especially at the 
MEMORIAL DAY 
FLOAT FLY. 

���������	
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���������������������������������������������� Newsletter of THE SUBURBAN AERO CLUB OF CHICAGO  
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From the President (continued from page 1) 
NEXT MEETING May 12 th  7:30 AT THE TINLEY PARK VFW  
 
Our first SAC Float Fly was Friday April 15th.  Unfortunately we had a double whammy.  One 
weather and two the President was in town and a TFR was in effect which encompasses our fields.  
But we have many more scheduled and we are ready.  We will continue to have these Float Flys 
the First and Third Fridays of each month through Sept. Come on out, you’ll have some fun. 
 
June is also a very busy month.  In  June look  for, the SAC picnic on the 5th, and Float Flys on the 
3rd and 17th.  We’re hoping to see a lot of you at these events. 
 
The Picnic is rapidly approaching (June 5th); I need to have you all sign up at the May Meeting.  
The Picnic is before the June meeting so I’ll need a good body count by the last week in May.  If 
you plan on coming to the Picnic please sign up and if possible bring your money to the May 
meeting.  We’ll have the food catered again from Polonia Banquet South.  Remember we call it a 
picnic but we’re serving dinner type food.  Fried Chicken and Italian Beef, as well as salad and a 
veggie.  The food is very GOOD.  The cost will be $10.00 per person. 
 
Until next month, 
Remember fly SAFE, use the pin box and use an airplane holder. 
 
Ron (your friendly undertaker) 

(continued) minutes of April 14, 2011 meeting. 
the Daley Plaza put on by the CCFPD.  SAC will participate.  Unfinished Business:  Nothing 
New Business: Ed from DuBro will be invited to a meeting soon. Next month we will have 
nominations for Treasurer, VP and Plane Safety Officer. Discussion on a nomination committee 
was held; no one wanted to create one. 
A nomination to make Evan Roberts a life time member of SAC was made by Bob Seymour.  
Second by Dale Thorne. It will be in the May Dope Can and voted on at the June meeting. Evan 
was one of the original founders of SAC. 
A suggestion was made to ask for a North South black top runway. 
Gooney Bird: Joe the cop for flying his small toy heli and hitting his instructor Bob and for 
driving on the gravel out to the runway.  
Show and Tell: Lots of stuff shown. 
Meeting Adjourned at:  9:15pm 

SAC MONTHLY MEETINGS 2nd THURSDAY OF 
EACH MONTH AT 7:30 PM AT THE TINLEY PARK 
VFW 172nd and OAK PARK AVE., TINLEY PARK, IL 

7:30 pm 

APRIL RAFFLE WINNER 
Congratulations to Electric Bob Stroz who won the Great Planes Z526 
ZLIN Akrobat. 
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SAC LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
At the April meeting Bob Seymour made a motion to honor Evan Roberts with a SAC LIFE MEMBERSHIP.  This is an honor 
and very well deserved.  Evan was one of the SAC founding fathers back with names like Carl Goldberg well known airplane 
designer.  He was one of the ones that engineered the location of our old field, wrote the by-laws and gave many hours of work 
to help SAC to be the club it is today.  They flew off sod farms and a couple other not so great locations until they got the one 
that was at Flossmoor and Central.  Evan was always willing to offer rides in his Stearman PT 17 Biplane as a prize at our an-
nual auctions.  I’ve flown with him many times as has “Lil Louie” and many others.  Evan is well deserving of this honor.  This 
announcement is being published in the MAY Dope Can and will be voted on at the June meeting.  Please remember to vote. 

 

SAC 

 

Charley’s Corner Returns in May 
Charley’s Corner will resume in May.  Anyone having anything they want to get rid of please donate it to Charley’s Cor-
ner.  There will be some new stuff as well as some left over stuff so come on over to Charley’s Corner and check it out!  
Remember anything that is sold in Charley’s Corner goes to SAC.  This way we can build up a little reserve if we need to 
do something at the new field. 

APRIL GOONEY BIRD 
Congratulations to Joe the Cop who was awarded the April Gooney Bird.  He flew one of his heli-
copters into Bob Stroz.  No damage to Bob.  And he used the gravel walk way as a parking spot 
while he flew  
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Over 100 Ready to Fly 
ARF’s & Kits in stock 

 
3819 W 127th St. 

2 blocks east of Pulaski.  
The store is now twice as big! 

(708) 597-4197  
“IF IT FLYS WE HAVE IT!”  

GENTLE JUNGLE 

Lipo Care 
 
Break-In Procedure - LiPo are robust and do not need a complicated break-in procedure. We 
recommend that the first 2 uses are limited to 1/2C charge rates, and that pilots use throttle 
management to avoid long periods of max-rate discharge for those first few flights.  
 
Charge - LiPo charging should be monitored closely at all times. Lipo’s should ALWAYS 
be balance charged not charge mode (at 1C unless noted on battery, can be higher) 
 
Discharge - Avoid "capacity over-discharge" conditions. This simply means that the pack has 
been run too long, allowing resting voltage to fall too low. Lithium polymer, it is best practice 
to always leave 20% of rated capacity in the pack at the end of a flight, with 10% as an abso-
lute minimum. 
To avoid capacity over-discharge, we recommend the setting of an appropriate cut-off voltage 
(LVC) AND the use of a transmitter flight timer. For LVC, the appropriate voltage cut-off 
depends in large on how high the max and average discharge rates are. For very high discharge 
applications, like F5B competition, something around 3.2V (or even lower) may be desirable. 
For standard aerobatic flight, start at 3.4V to 3.5V/cell, and set your timer to 4 minutes ini-
tially. Then note the capacity charged back IN to the pack on next charge. If the pack is 
1000mAh, for example, there should be no more than 800mAh charged back in, meaning that 
200mAh remained at the end of the flight (20% of capacity). If the charged IN capacity is less 
than 800mAh, set the timer a little longer, and check again the next flight. 
 
Storage - Lipo should never be stored fully charged, or with less than 50% of capacity remain-
ing. If your charger has STORE functions use it to insure that the packs are in the range of 
about 60%~70% capacity (3.78V~3.92V resting voltage per cell). After returning home for the 
day, simply use STORE MODE to achieve this automatically. Batteries are best stored in a 
cool, dry environment (2~20 °C or 37~68 °F). 
 
(continued on Page 9) 

Leisure Hours 
Hobbies 

2712 Plainfield Road  
Joliet, Illinois 60435 

815-439-1477 

www.leisurehours .
com  
Hours: 

Monday & Tuesday: 
10:00am - 7:00 pm 

Wednesday, Thursday, Fri-
day 10:00 am - 9:00 pm 

Saturday: 10:00am - 6:30 pm 
Sunday: 10:30 am - 5:00 pm 



�����)�����=������			7�%�����)�

Vice President Treasurer and Safety Officer 
Nominations for the offices of Vice President, Treasurer, and Safety Officer will take place at the May 
meeting.  We will solicit nominations from the floor at the May meeting for the offices of Vice President, 
Treasurer, and Safety Officer.  The election for these offices will be held at the June meeting.  Dale Thome 
and Pete Dennis said they would consider running again. Ken Hallberg decided not to run this time around.  
So we need a new Vice President of Safety, also known as our Safety Officer.  This position is required by 
the AMA.  This position also writes a safety article each month for the SAC Dope Can and is in charge of 
the Show and Tell article with pictures.  It is not required but presence at the monthly meeting is pretty 
much necessary.  Ken will continue to work with Vern and handle the raffle tickets. 

GENTLE JUNGLE 
SEMI-ANNUAL TAILGATE SWAP MEET 

SUNDAY JUNE 12, 2011 
8am to 1pm AT THE  

GENTLE JUNGLE BIRD and 
HOBBY SUPER STORE 

3819 W. 127th Street 
No Vendor charge for Club Members 

Sell from your trunk, tailgate or van, or bring your own table! 
No cancellation – in event of rain – we will move inside. 

During this swap meet all store 
purchases over $200.00 will be 

20% off  
CASH ONLY. 
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2011 TENTATIVE SAC EVENTS 
We are still looking for event dates for this year.  If you want to run something please jump in there.  
   
May 
 May 6th, SAC Float Fly 
 SAC Meeting 12h   

May 20th, SAC Float Fly 
May 28th, 2011, Float Fly Memorial Day Week-end, CD needed 

June 
 June 3rd, SAC Float Fly 

June 5th, SAC Annual Picnic  
June 8th, Daley Plaza Downtown Chicago 

 SAC Meeting 9th  
 June 17h, SAC Float Fly 
July 
 July 1st, SAC Float Fly 
 SAC Meeting 14h   
 July 15h, SAC Float Fly  
 July 17th, CUB FLY-IN  
 XXXXX   Giant Scale 
August 
 August 5th, SAC Float Fly  

SAC Meeting 11th  
August 19th, SAC Float Fly 
XXXXX  SAC Military Day  Frank 

September 
 Sept. 3rd, Labor Day Float Fly AMA #11-1080 
 SAC Meeting 8h  

Sept. 16h, Last SAC Float Fly of 2011 
October 
 SAC Meeting 13th  
 Auction 27h, Ron 
November 
 Nov. 6h, Turkey Shoot, 
 SAC Meeting 10th  
December 
 SAC Meeting 8th  

  Ed's Hobby                                          
Warehouse 
   11152 Southwest Hwy 
    Palos Hills, IL. 60465 
  
(708) 974-4440 
WWW.EDSHOBBYSHOP
.COM 
  
Mon.    10am to 6pm 
Tues.   10am to 6pm 
Wed.    12pm to 5pm 
Thurs.  10am to 6pm 
Fri.       10am to 6pm 
Sat.      10am to 5pm 
Sun.     12pm to 3pm 

MAY RAFFLE 
Twist 60 ARF by Hangar 9 

 
 
 

3D doesn't get any more fun, or convenient, than 
this. The Twist 3D 60 ARF from Hangar 9 is a 
versatile aerobatic aircraft that lets you fly any 
way you want, whether you’re into glow fuel or 
electric. It includes an electric power option with 
all necessary hardware included. No conversion 
is necessary, so you can go electric right from 
the start  
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 2011 
Dues: $50 (Regular)   $10 (under 18)    

Name (Please print): _____________________________   AMA No.: _____________ 
Date of Birth: _______________       Email: __________________________________ 
Are you able to save the club some money by getting the DOPE CAN from the club’s website 

instead of by US mail?:   YES:   NO:       Are you a Veteran?:       
 
Please supply your transmitter channels: 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

   
Complete the section below only if your information has changed since last year: 

Address: ___________________________            Phone: (        ) ______________ 
  ___________________________ 
  ___________________________ 

 
 

Please bring you membership form to any monthly meeting, or mail to: 
Dale Thome,  21440 S. 78th Ave., Frankfort, IL 60423 
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ANNUAL FLOAT FLY 
MAY 28, 2011 
8 AM to 1 pm+ 

DIRECTIONS:   Exit Hwy 57 at 167th Cicero,  
Twin Lakes are located on the NW corner of 
167th and Cicero 

Bring family, friends and floats 
$5.00 Landing fee 

Big/Small planes, elec boats, heli’s 
Hamburgers, Hotdogs, Brats & Pop Available 

Porta-potty on site 

Runway limited to water. All aircraft require float s. Come 
out and have some fun. Large grassy area for visitors 

For additional information contact: Vern Leets Ph 708-912-6240 Email:vernl@ameritech.net 
AMA sanctioned event sponsored by S.A.C. Suburban Aero Club 

http://sac-rc.org 
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SAC MONTHLY MEETINGS SECOND THURSDAY OF EACH 
MONTH AT 7:30 PM AT THE TINLEY PARK VFW 172 nd and 

OAK PARK AVE., TINLEY PARK, IL  

ANNUAL CLUB PICNIC 
OUR FIRST PICNIC AT THE NEW FIELD 

June is just around the corner.  It’s time to start thinking about the picnic.  If you never came before ask around.  Just ask 
someone that’s gone before and I think you find everyone has a good time.  This year I will be asking some of the powers to 
be at the Cook County Forest Preserve as well as our Cook County Board Member Deborah Sims to attend.  As you can see 
by the menu, we’re not cooking hot dogs.  We have it catered by Polonia Catering & Market.  Its excellent food and the 
wives get to see what we actually do at the flying field.  People arrive whenever; the field is open for everyone to fly.  Food 

is served at 12 noon.  Then you can stay as long as you want.  It’s a lot of fun.  I will need a good count of 
those planning on attending at the MAY meeting. 

Hope to see you there.  Please bring your money to the May meeting 

JUNE 5, 2011 AT OUR FIELD 
FOOD SERVED AT 12 pm   $10.00 per person 

MENU 
Tossed Salad with Dressing    Fried Chicken   Italian Beef with Sweet Peppers   

Oven Roasted Potatoes   Corn Niblets 

April 2011 Show & Tell Projects 
by Ken Hallberg 
 
We had three members that presented their latest projects. 
If you need additional information about any of the projects contact the presenter. 
 
Keith Kleina displayed his red, white and blue Skybolt.   The all wood plane weights 6 
pounds, has a 42 inch wingspan, and is 40 inches long. He powers it with Super Tiger Blue 
Head 60 engine. A Spectrum system controls the 4 servos. 
 

 
 
 
Mike Sulas latest is a scratch built Super Gremlin with a Dina Max motor powered with a 12 cell 
battery. The plane is 24 inches long has a 104 inch wing span and weights 16 pounds. Four ser-
vos control retracts and control surfaces. 
 
 
 

 
Tim Agee suggested using a product called screen guard manufactured by Xtreme to protect 
the displays on our transmitters. The product was designed for protecting cell phones dis-
plays and it should do a great job on our equipment as well. 
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(continued from Page 4)     Lipo Care 
Physical - Never cause indentations to the covering of the pack, or cells underneath. Do not use a ball-point pen to write on the 
pack, for example. Use a felt-tip pen with light pressure instead. When installing packs in the model, insure that they have the 
best protection possible from impact and pressure damage. Use foam casing if possible. Do not over-tighten hold down straps. 
Straps should be cloth (Velcro) as opposed to hard plastic, such as zip ties. External damage to any Lipo pack can cause salts 
formations which reduce performance, and in more severe cases can cause fires during charging. Impact Damaged packs should 
be fully discharged, and disposed of immediately. 

Battery Brand Balance Plug Types 
 

THE SAFETY PAGE                                                 Ken Hallberg, Safety VP 
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Saying that, it seems prudent to mention a couple of rowboat safety tips. 
Never stand in a boat. The shift in weight can cause the boat to overturn quickly. 
Never sit on the side of the boat. 
Use lifejackets. 
Check the anchor and its line. 
Check the condition of the boat and the oars BEFORE YOU HEAD OUT! 

  Retrieving a floatplane can be done safely by keeping these things in mind. 
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2011 SAC OFFICERS 
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SAC Instructors (call for an appointment) 
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SAC MONTHLY MEETINGS 2nd THURSDAY OF EACH 
MONTH AT 7:30 PM AT THE TINLEY PARK VFW 172 nd and 

OAK PARK AVE., TINLEY PARK, IL 7:30 pm 

NEXT MEETING MAY 12th, 2011 

Membership Drive 2011 
 

Our membership has renewed nicely.  We are getting good turnouts at the meetings.  We are meeting our expenses.  We are get-
ting some new members; it looks like a 2011 will be a great year for SAC.  Remember, joining early helps Dale plan the 2011 
budget.  So remember it is important to renew your SAC membership.  The application is again in the Dope Can so please fill 
out the application and either mail it in to Dale or give it to Dale Thome at the April meeting.  If you should forget your applica-
tion at home please see us at the April meeting, we will have extra copies.  We have a beautiful field and have some good events 
planed for this year and I’ve heard there may be some Fun Flys, Electric events, and who knows what else.  So keep an eye out 
for what’s happening.  For all renewals we need at least your Name, your E-Mail address, current phone number, and your 
AMA number , thanks, Ron. 


