
Future Events:  SAC ban-
quet Feb 20th. 
 
Unfinished Business:  
None 
 
Future Business: VP audit 
of books scheduled for this 
month. 
 
Gooney Bird: Bob Stroz 
for building a new foamy, 
and the rudder was back-
wards, It crashed. 
 
Show and Tell: A few 
items shown. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at:  
9:00pm 
 

 Suburban Aero 
Club of Chicago 

(SAC) 
Minutes of Gen-

eral Monthly 
Meeting, Febru-

ary 11th, 2009 
Held at the VFW 

club in Tinley 
Park, IL. 

Sam Helmich, Secretary. 
 
Meeting called to order 
at: 7:30pm, by President 
Ron Wegrzyn. 
There were 28 members 
present. No new members, 
No visitors. 
 
Reports by Committees 
or Officers: 
 

Secretary Minutes:  By 
Sam Helmich. A motion to 
accept the minutes as read 
was made by Jack Me-
jdrich and second by Pat 
Habel.  Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  By 
Pat Dillon. A motion to 
accept the treasures report 
as read was made Pat Ha-
bel, and second Kurt Roth. 
Motion Carried. 
Safety Officer: By Ken 
Hallberg. Be careful on the 
ice. 
 
Old Field: Frozen 
 
New Field: Nothing new to 
report.  Construction 
should start soon. 
 
Past Events: 
No activity reported. 
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Let me apologize for the 
late Dope Can.  My wife, 
Sue, was in the hospital 
twice already this year 
and is finally home.  
Thirty five days in the 
hospital is along time.  It 
took its toll on both of us.  
Anyway she is home now.  
She is home with Hospice 
care with one lung useless 
and one not so great.  But 
she is doing as well as can 
be expected and we just 

take each day as it comes.  
So now to this flying 
stuff.  The Annual Ban-
quet went well.  We had a 
couple of no shows due to 
illness but everyone who 
showed up had fun.  Vern 
Leets had a little blood 
pressure problem and had 
to take a ride in the ambu-
lance but is doing fine 
now. 
 
This has been a cold win-
ter and there haven’t been 
a lot of folks out flying so 
please pay particular at-
tention to your equipment.  
For some it has been sit-

ting all winter.  Double 
check everything before 
you TAKE-OFF .  You 
might want to cycle your 
batteries a few times.  
Remember batteries are 
cheap compared to replac-
ing that crashed airplane.  
Don’t forget to look at the 
covering, check hinges, 
wheel collars, and all the 
other little things that 
seem to malfunction the 
first time out.   
 
Keep an eye out for new 
members.  Remember it’s 
nice to hear a kind word 
of encouragement once in 

&���'	����������  

���������������������������������������������� Newsletter of THE SUBURBAN AERO CLUB OF CHICAGO  
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JANUARY GOONEY BIRD 
 
Congratulations to Bob Stroz (aka Electric 
Boy) for building a beautiful new airplane 
and then taking it out to the field to fly it.  
Whether or not he checked the controls 
they were back wards.  Of course he 
crashed.  This should be a good lesson to 
you new guys.  After you build an airplane 
and get it all set to fly let someone else just 
check the control surfaces.  You get so in-
volved in building the airplane you some-
times miss the oblivious.  A fresh eye 
should catch something like reversed con-
trol surfaces. 

From the Prez (continued from page 1) 
 
a while.  So when you’re out at the field and see someone that looks lost or 
needs help please help them.  Remember we all needed help in the beginning. 
 
Don’t forget to join.  It helps the Treasurer, Pat Dillon, know how much he has 
to work with.  There are forms in this Dope Can, or see Pat or me and we’ll get 
you the application. Then either mail it to Pat Dillon or give it to him at the 
March meeting.  Remember by joining you are not required to do anything, but 
we must cut the grass every Friday and that costs $120.00 a week.  We also have 
a little in reserve as the new location will probably need some help from us to 
get it the way we want it.  So your money is put to good use keeping the field 
looking GOOD! 
 
Remember fly SAFE, use the PIN BOX, get and use an airplane HOLDER. 
 
Ron (your friendly undertaker) 

Membership Drive 2010 
 

Again thanks to all that joined at the February meeting!  The application is again in the Dope 
Can so please fill out the application and either mail it in to Pat or give it to Pat Dillon at the Feb-
ruary meeting.  If you should forget your application at home please see us at the February meet-
ing, we will have extra copies.  Some members were concerned about our field location.  The 
bids for the new field were opened on Dec. 16th and Earth Works has been issued the contract.  
It’s just a matter of time now till the new field is available.  We have a place to fly and it will be 
maintained in the same manner we have for years so the field should not be a concern.  I’m sure 
the mowing expense will go up a little this year so it is important that all flyers be asked to join 
SAC and help maintain the field.  For all renewals we need at least your Name, your E-Mail ad-
dress, Phone # and your AMA number, thanks in advance. 
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Float Flys For 2010 
 

We are going to continue with our monthly Float Flys.  They have been very popular for the last few years and we’re hoping 
they will continue to draw a lot of people.  Starting with the 3rd Friday in April we will have a SAC Float Fly every 1st and 3rd 
Friday thru September.  April 16th will be the first one and September 17th will be the last one.  So get your float planes ready 
and come on out.  Of course I will have the boat out to these events.  I want to thank Charlie Harrell and Vern Leets for all the 
help they provide for all the Friday Float Flys. As we did last year the Friday Float Flys will be free to SAC members and cost 
$5.00 for non members.  For the Memorial Day and Labor Day Float Flys fees will apply to everyone.  Vern Leets will run the 
Memorial Day week-end Float Fly on Saturday May 29th   and right now I will run the Labor Day week-end Float Fly on Sat-
urday September 4th.  Please volunteer to help at any or all of these events.  We NEED your help. 

Charley’s Corner Returns in April 
 

Charley’s Corner will resume in April.  Anyone having anything they want to get rid of please donate it to Charley’s Corner.  
Remember anything that is sold in Charley’s Corner goes to SAC.  This way we can build up a little reserve if we need to do 
something at the new field. 
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Over 100 Ready to Fly 
ARF’s & Kits in stock 

 
3819 W 127th St. 

2 blocks east of Pulaski.  
The store is now twice as big! 

(708) 597-4197  
“IF IT FLYS WE HAVE IT!”  

GENTLE JUNGLE 

 February Raffle Winner 
 
Congratulations to Jaime Arenas on winning the 
Hanger 9 F22 Raptor.  With the right engine set up 
the Raptor can be a wild and crazy airplane. 

March Raffle 
 
The big side prize for the March Raffle will be a Hanger 9 PAWNEE.  There is one 
hanging at the Gentle Jungle and it is really a nice airplane, one I wouldn’t mind win-
ning. 
 

���	������		��������

Key Features 

Amazing scale details from the aluminum struts to the detailed instrument panel 

Scale functioning flaps for improved landing performance 

Plug-in, two-piece wing eases transportability to the flying field 

Large gear hatch for convenience and accessibility 

Easy electric option  

HOBBYTOWN USA HAS  
MOVED!!!! 
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SAC Safety & Flying Field Etiquette 
The official AMA Safety Code and all Safety Rules contained in the AMA official Model Aircraft Regulations shall be ap-

plicable to all flying at the field. 
While on the field, all flyers must have in their possession their current AMA License, Club Membership Card, and FCC 

License (if required).  Student pilots must be accompanied by a licensed pilot until they have obtained their AMA li-
cense. 

Any club member may sponsor a guest flyer(s).  Open events involving fliers sponsored by the Club, and guest fliers must 
have in their possession their current AMA and FCC License (if required) and must comply with all Safety & Field Use 
Rules. 

Spectators are only allowed in the pit area or on the flying field when escorted by a Club Member. Children shall be allowed 
in the pit area only if closely supervised. Children shall not be allowed on or near the runway at anytime, unless they are 
trained and qualified fliers. Do not allow children to wander unescorted at anytime. 

Animals must be restrained. 
No flying of any sort shall be performed from, into or over the hazard area. The hazard area includes the pit, heliport, specta-

tor, and parking areas.  Deliberate flight over the pit, spectator, or parking area is prohibited. 
The proper flying position is behind the high grass (south side). Do not stand in the taxi ways! 
For an additional margin of safety, east/west take offs, landings and flying should be done 25 feet north of the high grass 

barrier. 
Pattern flying – Most pilots don’t want any restrictions. The only pattern requested is to take off and land into the wind.  

Once above 50 feet you’re on your own. On busy days it is advisable to fly with a Spotter. 
A supervised transmitter impound shall be employed during contest activity or other activity when so designated by the Con-

test Director. 
Glider/sailplane launching devices may be utilized only in full cooperation and full cognizance of all flyers at the field. 
During periods of field maintenance, every consideration for safety must be given. All flying must be terminated and equip-

ment must be relocated away from areas being worked on. Grass cutting shall have priority. 
Do not litter the field. Pick up ALL crash debris and place in provided barrels. 
Cutting down forest preserve trees to retrieve aircraft is strictly forbidden. 

PIN BOX: 
Under no condition shall a FM transmitter be turned on before you have taken the frequency pin and replaced it with your 

membership or AMA card.  We are still working on the 2.4 situation. 
Place the clip on your transmitter. Your transmitter should also display its frequency flag. 
When you are finished for the day return the pin and retrieve your card. 
When frequency sharing is necessary, flyers exchange the pin and cards are exchanged in the pin box. 

FLYING (GLO / GAS / Electric Models): 
All airplanes should be physically restrained when the engine is running while the airplane is in the pit area before taxiing to 

the runway. Taxiing onto the runway is allowed forward from the pit area. When retrieving an airplane from the runway, 
the engine shall be stopped in the taxiway or before returning to the pit area. 

Do not stand in line with a spinning propeller. 
Prolonged ground running of engines, e.g., break-in, will be conducted away from the pit area. 
Engines started and/or operated in the pit area must be positioned to prevent exhaust, oil, dust and dirt from being blown on 

spectators, other models, or equipment. 
All runway activities including takeoff, landing, touch-and-goes and model retrieval shall be clearly and loudly announced to 

the other pilots on the pilot's line. (i.e. "on runway", "runway clear", etc.) 
When an approaching model appears to be potentially hazardous to flyers or spectators, any observer(s) will loudly and 

clearly warn others of the danger. 
The flyer of a "dead stick" model shall loudly and clearly warn other persons of the situation. 
When a model experiences trouble, the pilot, or his/her helper, shall loudly and clearly warn other flyers of the situation. 

Landing priority shall be given immediately to the flyer/model experiencing the difficulty. 
All gasoline powered aircraft should have a properly rated fire extinguisher in the pit area. A fire extinguisher can be found 

in the south portion of the pin box stand. 
Airplanes should not be flown over the helipad 

Helicopters:                                                                                                                                                                          
Helicopters should use the designated Helicopter Area South of the parking lot.. 

 
FLY SAFELY; INSIST YOUR FELLOW PILOTS DO THE SAME                                      
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2010 TENTATIVE SAC EVENTS 
 
This year’s dates are beginning to settle in.  If you want to run something please jump in 
there.  If you want something special bring it up, we are open to suggestions.  If you want 
to become a CD just ask and we will help you. 
 
March  
 SAC Meeting 11th  
April  
 SAC Meeting 8th 

Toledo 9, 10, 11, 2010 
 April 16 th, SAC Float Flt 
May  
 May 7th, SAC Float Fly 
 SAC Meeting 13h  
 May 16th Gentle Jungle Semi Annual swap Meet  

May 21st, SAC Float Fly 
May 23rd Combat at Thorn Creek 
May 29th, 2009, Float Fly Memorial Day Week-end, Vern Leets, CD 

June 
 June 4th, SAC Float Fly 

June 6th, Picnic (Ron Wegrzyn) 
 SAC Meeting 10th  
 June 18h, SAC Float Fly 
July July 2nd, SAC Float Fly 
 SAC Meeting 8th   
 July 16th, SAC Float Fly  
 July 17th Model Masters War Bird event 
 July 18th, CUB FLY-IN CD Ron 
 July 25th, Giant Scale 
August 
 August 6th, SAC Float Fly  

SAC Meeting 12th  
August 15th Military Day 
August 15th Palos Military Event 
August 20th, SAC Float Fly 
August 22nd Model Masters Big Bird Event 

September 
 Sept. 4th, Labor Day Float Fly 
 SAC Meeting 9th  
 Sept. 12th Gentle Jungle Semi Annual swap Meet  

Sept. 17th, Last SAC Float Fly of 2010 
Sept 17th Gentle Jungle Semi Annual swap Meet 

October 
 SAC Meeting 14th  
 Auction 28th, Ron 
November 
 Nov. 7th, Turkey Shoot, 
 SAC Meeting 11th  
December 
 SAC Meeting 9th  
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 2010 
Dues: $50 (Regular)   $10 (under 18)    

Name (Please print): _____________________________   AMA No.: _____________ 
Date of Birth: _______________       Email: __________________________________ 
Are you able to save the club some money by getting the DOPE CAN from the club’s website 

instead of by US mail?:   YES:   NO:       Are you a Veteran?:       
Please supply your transmitter channels: 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

  Complete the section below only if your information has changed since last year: 
Address: ___________________________            Phone: (        ) ______________ 
  ___________________________ 
  ___________________________ 

Please bring you membership form to any monthly meeting, or mail to: 
Pat Dillon,  335 Rossford Lane, New Lenox, IL   60451 
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 February 2010 Show & Tell Projects            by Ken Hallberg 

      
Steve Noel brought in and described two new products he has available at his new store. 

First up was an Electrify VFO ARF. It takes off like a 
rocket, hovers like a heli and flies like a plane. It re-
quires a 6 channel radio, 4 micro servos and elevon 

JR’s latest is the X9503 2.4 radio. It features a 50 
model memory, throttle timer start up, ModelMatch 
and is back compatible with all Specktrum receivers. 

SAC Annual Banquet 
 

It was a beautiful day.  You might even call it warm, for February.  We had a smaller turn out than nor-
mal for the 2009 SAC Banquet but everyone had a good meal and the conversation was great.  After 
the meal the Comedian Ken Severa, did an excellent job discussing everything from the CUBs to poli-
tics.  He picked on everyone, even the two Hobby Store owners, Mike and Steve.  Vern Leets didn’t get 
up and walk out but he almost passed out.  A little blood pressure problem.  Pete and Charley got some 
help from 911 and the ambulance took him to Palos Hospital.  I called the next morning and he was 
doing better of course ready to go home.  After the entertainment we passed out some gifts.  Bob Sey-
mour’s wife won one of the $50.00 gift certificates and Ken Hallberg’s wife won the other one.  Dan 
Pesek won the Hangar 9 Cessna and Ken Hallberg won the Escapade.  I think fun was had by all and 
I’m hoping for a bigger turn out next year. 

Dan Pesek wins the Cessna Mrs. Hallberg 
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SAC Safety & Flying Field Etiquette  
 

SAFE FLYING IS NO ACCIDENT 
                                                          Protect your right to fly! 
Everyone is hurt when a careless action causes an accident. SAC’s Officers sincerely believe our mem-
bers will react favorably and will comply with Safety Rules if given factual information.  SAC Safety 
& Flying Field Etiquette will be published in the Dope Can on a regular basis, reviewed at least once a 
year at club meetings and new members will receive a copy along with their membership card. A copy 
of this document will also be kept in the pin box for reference.                                                                             
Follow the Rules for safe flying.                                                                           
Follow these Rules and you will save your hobby, save your airplane and maybe save someone from 
serious injury.     
 
In situations where specific guidance is not provided, sound judgment must prevail. 
 
SAFETY & FIELD USE RULES 
THE  SAFETY OFFICER OR ANY CLUB MEMBER SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO ENFORCE SAC SAFETY RULES. IN 
MOST CASES, A SIMPLE  REMINDER OF THE RULES  WILL REMEDY A SITUATION. HOWEVER, IF A FLYER DELIBER-
ATELY REFUSES TO COMPLY WITH A SPECIFIC RULE, THE SAFETY OFFICER OR A CLUB MEMBER MAY REPORT THE 
FACTS TO THE CLUB  PRESIDENT. THE INCIDENT SHALL THEN BECOME CLUB BUSINESS FOR DISCUSSION AT A BOARD 
MEETING AND APPROPRIATE ACTION, IF ANY, WOULD BE DETERMINED.  
 
 
EMERGENCY INFORMATION: 
Both sides of the pin box should be opened for access to frequency pins, First Aid materials and fire extin-
guishers. 
When using 2.4 gHz pins aren’t necessary but remember not everyone has converted. 
 
Ambulance service can be obtained by dialing 911 and requesting help at “The Flying Field Located on 
Flossmor Road and Central Avenue”. 
 
Local hospitals: 
   Advocate South Suburban Hospital  St James Hospital 
   17800 Kedzie Av    20201 Crawford Av 
   Hazel Crest    Olympia Fields 
   708-799-8000    708-747-4000 
 
Emergency information signs are posted . 
 
Incident report forms are kept in the box. Reporting injuries and near misses allows us to investigate and 
determine what can be done to prevent re-occurrences. 
 
 
REMEMBER, field safety is a 24/7 job. If we follow the safety rules and practice common sense we all have fun and a more 
enjoyable experience. 
 

               FLY SAFELY; INSIST YOUR FELLOW PILOTS DO THE SAME                        
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SAC Annual Banquet 
 
 

Roger Hallberg wins the Escapade 

Mrs. Seymour wins a $50.00 gift certificate. 

         Comedian Ken Severa 

Ron with Steve & Mike 


